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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Abelard-Schuman 


Hogner, Nils 
JEAN'S WHALE Cloth; $2.50 


Jean, a French fisherman, goes out one day for a routine catch and comes 
home with an extraordinary one in this short whale of a tale. Qut in their small boats, 
Jean and his partner have bad luck at first. They lose a haul when a blue whale nearly 
upsets them, but along with some companions, they beat the water with their oars until 
the whale is driven on tothe beach of their harbour. Robust red and green pictures by 
the author are a spirited showing of fishermen at work. Good Hogner. (3/21. LC:55-5066) 


Abelard-Schuman 
LET'S DANCE A STORY Cloth; $2.50 


A good idea this, but not wholly successful in the carrying out. The start 
of the story might be considered as a very first ballet book, and with the widening 
of interest in teaching of ballet to small children, this step by step process, com- 
plete with how-to-do-it marginal sketches, should be popular. The idea of dancing a 
story, too, is a favorite one, but in the choice of the story about the young elephant, 
Homer, that gets stuck in the mud, the dancing idea also hogs down. There just isn't 
enough drama in the story to carry over into the dancing. William D. Hayes' drawings 


seem rather graceless, toc. (3/21. LC: 55-5170) 


Mace, Katherine 


Abelard -Schuman 


Memling, Carl 
WE WENT TO THE DOCTOR Cloth; $2.50 


A palliative for those worrying moments at the pediatrician's comes in the 
form of a baby brother and older sister act. When it's time for small Billy's monthly 
check up, Lise, who's old enough to be relegated to bi-yearly examinations, goes along 
to help mother with the baby. They have a successful morning, and if their experiences 
may not comfort in the case of real sickness, they'll serve to alleviate the more 
temporary young fears. Two-tone cartoons by Virginia Carten add pediatric gaiety. 


(3/21. Le: 55-5094) 


Schlein, Miriam Abelard -Schuman 


LITTLE RED NOSE Cloth; $2.50 


* Again Miriam Schlein's imaginative portrayal of young human feeling strikes 
a note familiar to everyone. In the night, a little boy wakes, looks about his room 
and out the window. He senses something is happening but is unable to figure it out. 
The "something in the air" eludes him until morning when he helps his father plant the 
first garden seeds of the year. While working, he's burnt by the sun on the tip of 
his nose and knows that spring has come. Spring drawings by Roger Duvoisin go with 
a poetic text. (3/21. LC: 55-5376) 
L'Hommedieu, Dorothy K. Ariel- Farrar, Straus & Young 
POMPON Cloth; $2.50 


A satisfying episode, for us tough guys, details the adventures of a poodle 
and his metamorphosis from a prissy city dog to a broad-minded country one. Having 
lived a sheltered life, Pompon is one day taken to the country by his proper mistress- 
there to get lost. He is chased, torn at by branches, drenched in streams, all to the 
detriment of his fancy poodle cut,- until a little girl finds him. Pompon gets a 
feather cut and stays with his new family. Marie C. Nichols' drawings trace the 
change. (3/21. LC: 55-5994) 
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Morrow 
COUNTRY SCHOOL $2.00 





Beim, Jerrold 






Tony, still too young for school has been looking forward to starting in at the 
old country school along with his older brother and sister. He resents it when the old 
one is torn down and a new one built, but a morning's visit to the new building changes his 
mind. Tony finds a little girl who's lost her mother and in helping her, he gets acquainted 
with the school's various departments. Aided by Louis Darling's realistic two-tone wash 
drawings, Mr. Beim's direct story presents another convincing solution to a special problem. 


(2/16. Lc: 54-6540) 












Morrow 
SANDY AND THE SEVENTEEN BALLOONS $2.00 


A tried and true idea with a fresh twist here combines the love of balloons with 
their essence- the property of rising in the air. Sandy loses a favorite balloon one day 
by popping it accidentally. Then he goes shopping with his mother and is presented with 
17. Of course they keep him off the ground, but Sandy refuses to let go until he's too 
high up-- and then must break them one by one in order to land safely. Two tones by Meg 
Wohlberg gaily outline the rise and fall. (3/16. LC: 55-5093) 


EASY READING 





Thayer, Jane 













Morrow 
TWO-BOW BILL $2.00 


Two-Bow Bill is a ferry boat who goes through some distressing moments before he 
realizes his true ferryboat-hood and earns his name. Plying the harbour, Bill notices all 
the other boats go forward while he is obliged to go both ways. It makes him mad until 
there's an accident that makes him glad- of his ability to move backwards too. Jay Hyde 
Barnum's two-tones personalize the city waterfront. (3/16. LC: 55-6213) * 


Earle, Olive Morrow 
THE SWANS OF WILLOW POND $2.00 


* Following the same unsentimentalized pattern as her Robins in the Garden, Thunder 
Wings etc. this short sketch of the life cycle of a family of swans presents fascinating 
material in well planned story form. First, there is the young cob, at home in a northern 
pond. When winter comes he migrates, meets and battles for a mate in the south, and mi- 
grates again with her to raise another brood. These incidents and the characteristics of 
the breed are dramatically realized in the author’s pencil drawings too. (3/16. LC: 55-6212) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Brown, Gladys, Everets 

























' Longmans, Green 
JUNGLE JOHN $ 360 


A reissue of a British book first published here during the war years, this is 
Indian jungle adventure, solid and straight. In central India Bill Blackadder is a forest 
officer and he takes on his growing son John for a season of hunting and patrolling. An 
episodic and rather dull narrative of their experiences with the wilds and their creatures 
culminates with John's first tiger, which he kills in a hand to hand fight. A definite 
market here, with predictable appeal to undiscriminating tastes. Jungle drawings by 
H. Je P. Browne. (2/7) 


Budden, John 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Smith, Geraldine Foster Dutton 
LITTLE DOG SNIFF AND THE TWINS $2.50 


A story for younger children outlines the adventures of Ricky and Roddy and the we 
little black dog they find. Sniff is soon established with his appropriate name; but he's 
a lost dog and there's some hesitation before the town authorities grant the boys a 
license. Then Sniff is trained, played with and lost again through carelessness before 
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the boys learn their full measure of responsibility and are rewarded with Sniff's 
return. Adequately written, this serves its purpose as a look at a segment of child 
life. Illustrated by Robert Hanneberger. (3/31. LC: 55-5932) 


Henry Holt 
PLANTATION DOLL $2.50 


An ineffectual little mystery serves as a vehicle for light-hearted planta- 
tion mischief: as cousin visits cousin for vacation. Lucinda Jefferson, about eight, 
lives at Rose Hill, and when cousin Molly comes to stay, the girls plan escapades and 
excursions together. There are watermelon parties, an obstreperous goat, younger 
brothers to evade and so forth. The climax comes when a very old doll once owned by 
Molly's mother and lost for many years- is found behind a wall and the girls win an 
antique show prize with her. Summertime trivia, this may have its fascination for 
the pigtail circuit. Jo Polseno's drawings. (3/24. Lc: 55-5889) 


Cheyney, Cora 


Holt 


Justus, May 
SURPRISE FOR PETER POCKET $2.25 


Another Peter Pocket story with the familiar Tennessee mountain background 
that May Justus has made her own. Peter - a bit older than in Peter Pocket and His 
Pickie Pup, has good times at the mission school, and at home with Granny Messer. But 
the very special thing that happens is the discovery of treasure trove in the songs 
his father had left behind years before, when Peter, as a baby, was left with Granny. 
Peter learns the songs (words and music appear in the text), and later, when a new 
teacher recognizes their worth, Peter's reward is in their publication. Jean Tamburine 
again supplies drawings for the book. (3/24. Lc: 55-5892) 

Holt 


MR. MAGIC $2.50 


Rabbits ad nauseam for the reader as Barney and Gretel, aged 8 and 9, share 
in projects and surprises to the point of saturation. Mr. Magic,rabbit No. l, is 
found in the garden by Barny, who enters him in a pet show. Then he acquires a wife 
and successive additions to the family. There's a rabbit club organized; there are 
bunnies for Easter; there's a vegetable garden started- and Mr. Magic plays his part in 
this. The happy times are laid on too thick and this is no competitor to the author's 
own Cocoa (1953). Illustrated by Susan Knight. (3/24. Le: 55-5894) 


Bard, Mary Lippincott 
BEST FRIENDS $2.50 


Otto, Margaret 


* A story of friendship, for the upper bracket of this age group, as an 
American girl and a French girl share a year of family and school adventure in Seattle. 
Suzie Green is an outspoken, energetic, normal sort of American girl, eleven years old, 
and living with her mother, a widow and teacher. Then the Langdons, father and French- 
born daughter, move into the neighborhood. Bill Langdon had lost his French wife, and 
brought Coco, their daughter, back to Seattle. Coco's French heritage precipitate 
problems with an intolerant set at school, but Suzie and Coco take to each other im- 
mediately, and profit mutually from the association. The story runs the gamut of 
eleven and twelve year old emotions, and the background is a very real small world of 
girls, with budding interest in boys. Problems are solved, and all turns out well 
when Suzie's mother marries Coco's father. At times the story is overlong and rambling, 


(2/23. LC: 55-5684) 


Little Brown 


Drury, Maxine 
MARTY AND THE MAJOR $2.50 


A routine little mystery about a girl and a dog on a farm hinges on a change 
of color and the chance discovery of a secret command. When Marty finds the Major, a 
stray white bull terrier with an almost human understanding, there have been rumors in 
the neighborhood of a holdup bandit operating with the aid of a black dog to overpower 
his victims. On bringing Major home however,there is little doubt of his affection for 
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Marty and her family- until one day he upsets an itinerant peddler. Threatened with having 
to get rid of him, Marty and her friend Roger are desperate, but Major's owner finally 
appears to claim him. The kids trail him as a suspicious character and catch him in an 
actual theft with Major painted black and attacking on cue from the very words that had 
been inadvertently used in the peddler incident. With Major absolved and his boss appre- 
hended, Marty is given the dog for keeps. Marketable. (3/21. LC: 55-5185) 

Morrow 


BUDDY AND THE OLD PRO $2.50 


* Values are seriously examined here when Buddy, captain of his junior high base- 

all team, sees into the shortcomings of an ex-professional player he had once hero wor- 
shipped and who has now come to coach a rival school team. Buddy and his teammates are 
confident of winning the district championship . But distressing news comes from another 
school which has started a winning streak, with McBride, the old pro, as their new coach. 
On closer examination the reasons for their victories become more specific. McBride is a 
boastful man who uses borderline tactics- beanball, spiking, hot arguments with the umpire- 
and in the final game there are tempers and frustrations to control. Buddy's team loses, 
and there is no justice except that Buddy has gained in understanding what he has lost in 
actual play and realizes,above all, the importance of his own self control. With this, 
Tunis' batting average as an important writer remains high. Geared for 12 and 13's too. 
Illustrations are by Jay Hyde Barnum. (3/16. LC: 55-6371) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Signature Books Grosset & Dunlap 


Kaufman, Helen L.- THE STORY OF MOZART- This biography of Mozart has been written 
by a student of music and exhibits a greater familiarity with its subject's background 
than have some of the other Signature Books. Basically the pattern is the same. Much of 
the time is spent on Mozart's childhood, but in this case it is of prime importance since 
Mozart was already a musician at the age of five. Careful study on the author's part has 
produced a convincing narrative that takes us in to the family's midst. It recreates the 
excitement of an early fame which took Mozart and his sister to the courts at Vienna and 
Paris, and if the gaiety at times outstrips the music, it serves to characterize the 
spirit of the man who wrote the music. In contrast to a happy childhood, Mozart's short- 
lived manhood saw the struggle to get his music heard, before he married Stanzi and lived 
to produce. so much in so little time. Drawings by Eric Simon are unimaginative but exact. 


(Le: 55-6741) 


Tunis, John R. 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Nadig, Henry David & 


Avison, George Dutton 


THE LOST REPUBLIC OF INDIAN STREAM $2.50. 


A fictionalization of the events leading up to the signing of the Webster- 
Ashburton treaty in 1842 and the peculiar role played by the settlers of Indian Stream- 
this turns ont to be stock drama that takes little advantage of an interesting segment of 
New England history. As it happened, the people who came to Indian Stream in northern 
New Hampshire were impressed by the lush country and later formed their own republic- in a 
controversy marked by the desires of Canada and the U.S. to gain the territory, and the 
wave of vandalism that came with the political quarrels. But as told here, the events 
are flat and unseasoned. Young Dan Dexter, a farmer's son, becomes a good friend of Luther 
Parker, leader and president of Indian Stream. But their talk has a self conscious stagi- 
ness as they plot to trap a rustler; their desires and achievements a triteness that pre- 
cludes suspense and fits all the characters into conventional mold as at last they see the 
value of becoming part of New Hampshire. Disappointing and corny. Eight to elevens too. 
Illustrated by George Avison (3/31. LC: 55-5364) 


The Young Traveler Series Dutton 


3/31 ea. $3.00 


Hogg, Beth & Garry- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN NORWAY- Following the pattern of events- 
cum-travelogue of the others in the series (see 1954 p. 536 for recent titles) the Hoggs 
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tell of an American exchange professor and his family and their year in Norway. For 
the stay in Oslo, the professor and his wife live in a small apartment while the 
children, 14-year old Mark and 13-year old Martha- who tell the story- are boarded 
out with the congenial Johansens who also have two children. A variety of doings 
initiate Mark and Martha to Norwegian ways and history. As soon as they have learned 
some of the language there is school with the Johansen children. Side trips to the 
mountains for skiing, beyond Trondheim to the north country and to a sea side cottage 
fill geographical gaps. After a thoroughly pleasant year, partings are sad. Photos 
and sketches by David Stone. (LC: 55-5366) 


* Larsen, Egon- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN GERMANY- Not as patterned as the others 
this account of a newsman's trip through Western Germany with his two youngsters adds 
a refreshing note of realism to the series. A heightened sense of human feeling, a 
good ear for dialogue (with liberal use of simple German phrases ) and straightforward 
explanations of the bad along with the good in a war-torn country, are points to be 
noted. Ginger 11, Jim 13, and Mr. Kenneth Watkins, on a Rockefeller grant to study 
social conditions, are the chief characters. Their lively interests in the surroundings 
on a summer tour from Hamburg to the Alps lead them to warm friendships, to note the 
deeper German traits, historical ironies, the "invisible" Iron Curtain, and to delight 
in Germany's color and rich artistic traditions. A sense of suspense too, adds to a book 


that appears to have been written as it was lived. Henry C. Pitz' drawings. (LC: 55-5368) 
Helmericks, Bud Little, Brown 
ARCTIC HUNTER $3.00 


Writing at a slightly older age level than Jolak’s Brother (1952-p. 772) 
Helmericks describes another visit by Bob Hamilton, now 16, to young Oolak's Eskimo 
family at Cross Island in Arctic Alaska. Bob and Oolak hunt with the men and become 
men themselves as they face the dangers of the ice pack, or trapping or starving, and 
as Bob kills his first polar bear. There is an often gripping authenticity to the 
episodes of hunting and daily life (enriched here by detailed diagrams and pictures 
of Eskimo methods and artifacts) but as such, they lack the sense of character and 
action to make a more impressive book. (3/31. LC: 55-5186) 


Hirshberg, Al Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
BATTERY FOR MADISON HIGH $2.75 


One opens this baseball story with hopes that its loose-limbed lanky style 
sets the pace for a different sort of yarn. And that humor and leisurely give and 
take will prevail throughout. But the opening pages don't carry through. The tall 
twins, Barry and Phil, work their way through Senior High to a championship, with the 
usual round of team squabbling, bids from college scouts, trumped up exam cheating 
episode, Phil winning out in rivalry with a mean catcher, and a final decision to go 
to Yale. Stock number of facets on this diamond. (3/22. Le: 55-5182) 





Longmans, Green 


Hambleton, Jack 
TEMAGAMI GUIDE $3.00 


A clean cut boy's story by a Canadian author tells of young Roy Humphrey's 
first summer as a guide on Lake Temagami near North Bay. Fired with the ambition to 
earn enough money for a husky pup, Roy gets the suggestion from a local ranger to 

try for the guide examinations. When he passes, his first job is with a Mr. Millikan, 
a wealthy mining man. But when Millikan leaves, Roy has a really tough assignment... 
with Jimmie Millikan, a year his senior and as spoiled as they come. Roy is frustrated 
with the boy's haughty lethargy, but with his own father's help he takes him on 
successfully. Jimmy profits from adventures that bring out his skills, Roy from taking 
on the responsibility, and Mr. Millikan from the realization that he should be spending 
more time with Jimmie himself. (2/7) 
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Westminster 


Emery, Anne 
CAMPUS MELODY $2.75 


Another romance for Anne Emery's following (see Going Steady, Bright Horizons * 
etc.) describes musical Jean Burnaby's freshmen year at Overton College in Ohio, but it 
has little more than a few orthodox sentiments to express. At the outset Jean is hard put 
to leave Scotty, a junior at Northern University in her home town. But at Overton, new if 
unclear horizons present themselves in the forn of Phil- a B.M.O.C. and a personality kid 
whose character turns out to be all show and lacking in the emotional stability to back it 
up. Melissa, Jean's roommate has her troubles too. Money minded, she spurns the love of 
true, steady Johnny until it is almost, but not quite, too late. Jean engineers their 
reunion and is prompted by it to transfer to Northern and to Scotty. Trifling. (3/28) 


Westminster 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth 
DAYSTAR $2.75 


Social prejudice is at the core of the problem faced by Gail Bennett, who lives 
on the right side of town, in her friendship with Connie Ciminelli, an Italian girl from 
the wrong side of the tracks. Gail's father tries to put a stop to the friendship, and 
Gail, incensed- but recognizing her father's viewpoint- plans a youth center where all can 
mix without fear or favor. But there are explosions from both elements when the idea is 
suggested. Many of the Italians hold resentments that blind them to the benefits of the 
project, while Mr. Bennett and his ilk are prejudiced on their side. It takes an accident 
at a night spot which would not have happened had there been the youth center to go to, to 
bring all concerned around to sane thinking. And Connie's romance with a boy in Gail's 
set adds to the soundness of a broader gauged relationship between peoples. An important 
issue successfully handled, but some will be set against it by an injudicious injection of 


sentiment. (3/28) 


Norton, Andre World % 
YANKEE PRIVATEER $2.75 


* Picaresque adventure in full regalia with its background the privateers of our 
infant nation during the American Revolution. Young Fitzhugh Lyon, a poor and embittered 
relation of a rich Virginia family, is going through Baltimore to join the army when he is 
by accident shanghaied aboard the Retaliation, an intrepid ship without guns, captained 
by one Crofts. The mistake has been made by Lieutenant Ninnes, and Crofts, finding it out 
too late, gives Fitz an officer's berth and a chance, as the battle of men and ships plays 
itself out. After several successful raids, they are captured and put in Plymouth's Old 
Mill prison. An ingenious escape is plotted and executed, and Fitz' sojourn in England 
brings the further satisfaction of a successful outcome to a duel fought with one of his 
English relatives, before he escapes to France. He finds Captain Crofts again, and a 
softened and repentant Ninnes and a new ship readying for further adventure. Another good 
yarn from the author of Star Rangers and At Swords’ Points. (3/14. Le: 55-5281) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Heroes of God Series Association Press 


3/28 $2.00 


Long, Laura- JOSEPH, SLAVE AND PRINCE- Laura Long wrote Queen Esther, Star’ in 
Judea’s Crown for this series last year (see p. 66, 1954) and here again she manages to 
capture a good deal of the drama and rich background of Joseph's familiar story. In well 
managed narrative form her account follows Joseph from youth on. There is solidarity in the 
portrayal of the love between Joseph and his father, of Joseph's strong character, of the 
jealous hatred of his brothers that forecast the pattern his life-was to take and the con- 


sequences it was to have. Exciting biblical reading. a 


Vance, Marguerite Dutton 
ON WINGS OF FIRE $2.85 


* Another good biography by Mrs. Vance recreates as background the period of the 
"flowering of New England" and its aftermath, as the story of Hawthorne's daughter, Rose, 
is told. Hers was a turbulent life, from an exciting childhood in Europe, and in New 
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England, where her father moved in literary and diplomatic circles, through her marriage 
to George Lathrop with its moments of erratic instability and clashing temperaments, of 
tragedy in the loss of their son, and the emotional turmoil involved before their con- 
version to Catholicism. They separated and Rose turned to the field where she made a 
name for herself, in nursing the incurable cancer cases of New York's lower east side. 
And finally, after taking religious orders, Rose, now Mother Alfonsa, achieved her goal 
in the founding of the Rosary Hill Home for the sick. A realistic handling of adult 
problems in a biography that has definite appeal to girls interested in a life of 
service. For others, the portrait of a period and the meeting with familiar figures 
(the Alcotts, Margaret Sydney, Emma Lazarus and others) has its own reward. Soft 
sketches in illustration by Nedda Walker. (3/31. LC: 55-5365) 


Rieseberg, Harry Henry Holt 
MY COMPASS POINTS TO TREASURE $2.50 


* A government navigator turned professional salvor, and writer, describes some 
stranger-than-fiction adventures in the Caribbean. More inspired by the implications of 
his work than the actual plotting of courses, Mr. Rieseberg established the authenticity 
of 463 treasure hulks, and his decision was to outfit himself with schooner and crew as 
soon as possible. He did and there follow the fascinating tales of an adventurer in an 
area that has treasure more closely packed than any other in the world. Sailing the 
Caribbean, Rieseberg ran into everything from local superstition and outlaws to whole 
inundated towns. His powerful narrative is one that creates suspense and brings to life 
not only his surroundings but much of the history that made them. It ends with a tragic 
loss of his ship and his crew, an event that perhaps heightens the life and breath of 
true treasure hunting and shows that his real "find" was the experience he gained. 
Drawings by Bernard Safran illustrate the author's routes and sailings. (3/24, LC :55-5895) 


Jackson, Joyce Prentice-Hall 
JOYCE JACKSON'S GUIDE TO DATING $2.95 


While this does not pretend to cut far below the surface, it does cope with 
a wide range of most of the situations the average American Girl (and boy too) en- 
counters. There's good advice on developing one's own personality. There are the do's 
and.don'ts of being stand-offish, too bold, a copy cat, of trying too hard to meet ex- 
pectations, of the advantages of treating the opposite sex as friends, of being natural, 
interested as well as interesting, and of wide reading and extended education for broad- 
er understanding. There is-too-a lengthy list of specific problems. They range from 
grooming and etiquette to drinking and neurotic behaviour (this once-over-lightly). 
And enough is indicated to help lay the groundwork for a happy marriage. Solid fare, 
practical, and sufficiently professional to merit attention. (2/7) 


Doorly, Eleanor Roy 
THE RADIUM WOMAN $2.75 


* This life of Marie Curie presents the course of her story in absorbing detail. 
It begins with a childhood in Poland, showing the early signs of her genius and ambi- 
tion, her warm personality, integral to her part in a close family relationship, and 
her intense loyalty to her country, which later provided a brief stumbling block to 
her marriage to a Frenchman. The opportunity to study in Paris was avidly seized, and 
though she almost starved in order to share the chance with her sister, she did meet 
Pierre and had her chance for further research (then concentrated on the magnetic 
properties of steel)- and ultimately of a happy marriage. Familiar as are the details 
of this life and its brilliant outcome, the setting as presented for young people takes 
on new fascination, and broadens the significance of the Curies as human beings as well 
as scientific geniuses. Illustrated in block cuts by Robert Gibbings. (1/31. 1C:55- -10466) 


Pringle, Patrick Roy 
WHEN THEY WERE BOYS $3.00 


* These straightforward, factual accounts of the youths of sixteen famous men 
whose lives span a period of five centuries are a refreshing release from the doctored 
chatter of so many of our American series biographies. Including such men as Jeonardo, 
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Franklin, Washington, Faraday, Baden-Powell and so forth, the list shows a good sampling 

from all walks of life. And the very informative sketches place the men, as boys, in clear 

cut historical perspective. We learn for example that Mozart was unique for his composing 

rather than as a child prodigy on the clavichord; that Edison made inventing a business; yy 
that much of Dickens' writing was backgrounded by the incidents of his youth. Mr. Pringle 

is skillful too in portraying character and surroundings and accounting for the experiences 

that enable him to establish each of his subjects' relative importance for mankind. 


Illustrated with half tone reproductions. (2/7. LC: 54-10467) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 ~ 16 Section: 


Norton, Andre- YANKEE PRIVATEER 
Walden, Amelia Elizabeth- DAYSTAR 


World 
Westminster 


Doubleday 


Graham, Alice Walworth 
THE VOWS OF THE PEACOCK $4.50 


A story of England in the violent days of Edward II reconstructs the welter of 

court plots and counterplots as it follows the courses of two lives- of Isabel the child 

queen and of Elizabeth Warwick, brought to serve at court. There is Isabel's illicit love 

for Mortimer, that made him virtual ruler over England. And there is the theme of Elizabeth's 
marriage to Thomas Astley, loyal to the King, that tries her own loyalty to Isabel but even- 
tually makes her see how unhappy a fate Mortimer had brought on England. In many ways para- 
llel to Anya Seton's Catherine, but more difficult reading. (Full report on p. 16. 3/3. 


LC: 55-6479) 
Doubleday 
THIS IS THE LIFE $3.50 


While based on the TV scripts of the program This Is Your Life, this version ity 
uses the medium of an average small town and an average family to lend a certain affinity 
to these annals. The incidents and themes have a recognizable quality and provide a solid 
spiritual message. Will the results prove anything about the interrelation of TV and 
reading, at a level where this program carries its appeal? (For full report see P. 13. 


2/ohk. LC: 55-9834) 


Walker, Mildred Harcourt, Brace 
THE CURLEW'S CRY $3.95 


A story of Montana from 1905 to the 1940's shows a deep understanding of fron- 
tier heritage as it outlines the realities of a small town's caste system. A foreigner, 
Rose Guinard, could not be accepted and when she eloped with Wrenn Morley, another woman's 
man, it created an impossible situation until tragedy brought the two women together. It 
is a story of mood more than incident. The characters of the two women become dominant 
Bint: but a compelling quality holds reader interest. (Full report p. 14. LC: 55-5243) 


(2/25 
Wilson, Neill C. Henry Holt 
THE FREEDOM SONG $3.50 


A slender but personable story of the troubled years of the South is based on 
the origin of The Battle Hymn of the Republic. Prome Oldrag, a Negro on a plantation with 
a liberal attitude towards its slaves, is awarded a guitar for saving his young master's 
life. From the guitar comes the tune for the Battle Hymn. Prome takes the freedom road 
but returns after the Emancipation Proclamation, to die trying to save his master again. 
Plantation life and folkways are delineated in personal terms, with the total situation 
given from Prome's view. Simple and sound. (Full report on p. 15. 2/28. Lc: 55-5954) 


Newman, Daisy Macmillan s 
AUTUMN'S BRIGHTNESS $3.50 


Romance enters a widowed Quaker's life when 52 year old Diligence Fuller comes 
to New York City to visit her worldly cousin Elmira. She discovers the city through friend- 


White, Helen Chappell 








January 15, 1955 Fiction for Young Adults—- continued 43 (J-19) 


ly, understanding Durand Smith who lends depth to Elmira's shallow world and subsequent 
visits, and an accident brings Diligence's vow to spend the rest of her life with 
Durand. Pleasant, for the conservative. (Full report on p. 820. 2/21.) 























Stone, William S. Morrow 
CASTLES IN THE SAND $3.00 


Jeremy, a small shaver whose head is full of Typee, and its heroine Fayaway, 
has the magic of his dream become reality when he moves from his New England home with 
two aunts to California, where he finds himself next door to a movie in the making. Its 
heroine is Marita who is beautiful, and simple enough to respond to the vagaries of 
make-believe. But pretense thins to reality and Jeremy becomes wiser in the ways of 
the world. A diversicn of modest proportions. (Full report on p. 821. 2/24. LC: 55-6273) 


Perenyi, Eleanor Rinehart 
THE BRIGHT SWORD $3.50 


A novel of the last year of the Civil War when the Confederate General Hood 
and his Army of Tennessee were "fought to a frazzle" is based on the historical and 
military annals of these months. For Hood there is the unrequited courtship of "Buck" 
Campbell. Her brother dies under his command and the following weeks see brutal 
annihilation. A sober record, with the romance largely that of courage and endurance, 
and the final accounting is made with fitting fortitude. (Full report on p. 17. 3/7. 
Ic: 55-5303) 

NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Doorly, Eleanor- THE RADIUM WOMAN Roy 

Jackson, Joyce- JOYCE JACKSON'S GUIDE TO DATING Prentice -Hall 

Pringle, Patrick- WHEN THEY WERE BOYS Roy 

«€ Rieseberg, Harry- MY COMPASS POINTS TO TREASURE Holt 
Vance, Marguerite- ON WINGS OF FIRE Dutton | 
Brewster, Ralph British Book Centre 

WRONG PASSPORT $3.50 


An odd perspective of the war years, when this "citizen of the world” re- 
pudiated his only citizenship, Italian, with the coming of Mussolini. A wanderer of 
romantic temperament, Brewster's life led to Hungary and the adventures of evasions 
until the end of the war and the Russian advent sent him back to Italy. A minor memoir, 
but one with its own kind of fascination. (Full report on p. 24. 2/4.) 





McFarling, Lloyd- Fd, Caxton 
EXPLORING THE NORTHERN PLAINS $7.50 








There's evidence of an orderly mind in locating history in the helter skelter 
of explorations of the northern plains between 1804 and 1876. The land mass, from 
Canada to Mexico, and the people who pioneered it, have their wide variations, and 

the 36 letters,essays and dispatches included in the collection were written by men 

of understanding who broke the trails. Lewis and Clark, Nicollet, Audubon and a host 
of others add to our knowledge here, in a compact source of information. (Full 

report on p. 24. 1/29. LC: 55-6753) 


Phillips, Wendell Harcourt, Brace 
QATABAN AND SHEBA $5.00 


An account of South Arabian archaeological treasure hunting is a fine intro- 
duction to the occupation, containing the joys and dangers of the life. Working at the 
ancient city of Beihan, the expedition enjoyed Arab friendships as it unearthed 
valuable objects; but at Yemen, searching for clues in Sheba's history there were the 
local tensions and resentments that led to near violence. A dedicated account tells 
the aims of the scientist and his relation to the place where he must study. (Full — 
report on p. 27. 2/24. LC: 55-5323) 
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Harper 
CONQUEST BY MAN $6.00 


Exceptional in content and handling "the saga of early exploration and discovery” 
presents a fascinating story. From the ancient world, from the voyages of Viking and 
Greek on down through the vast network of explorations covering later centuries, there is 
the sense of the world opening up to the intrepid adventurers. While vast scholarship is 
evidenced in knowledge of the sources, the result is absorbing reading for modern travel- 


ers and students alike. (Full report on p. 23. 2/28) 


Herrmann, Paul 


Henry Holt 
THE DARKNESS UNDER THE EARTH $3.00 


Casteret's seventh book on speleology flashes both go-ahead signals and danger 
signs for underground exploration. Hair-raising episodes abound:- drownings, floodings, 
siphon misadventures and so forth. But where there is plenty to tell, there is plenty to 
teach and those who enjoyed Tazieff's Caves of Adventure will appreciate this wary approach 


to the underground too. (Full report on p. 23. 1/20. LC: 55-5542) 


Casteret, Norbert 


Henry Holt 


Scholmer, Joseph 
VORKUTA $3.75 


An amazing document on Russian prison life is given us by a German Communist 
who lost faith in the Party and spent May Day, 1949, in the Lubianka. Sentenced on espio- 
nage charges to Siberia for 25 years, Dr. Scholmer's description of brutal camp life is 
revealing in many ways. Noting groups, individuals and the network of prison interrelation- 
ships, he tells too of undergound resistances and strikes that had their significances. 
There emerges a personal story of adjustment to the most terrible environments in a politi- 
cal system of distorted values and reason. Fine reporting of an integral part of the 
Russian scene, this presents its material in adult, factual context. Of advantage to 
particular requirements and reading interests. (Full report on p. 26. 2/17. LC: 55-5955) e 


Kubizek, August Houghton, Mifflin 
MY YOUNG FRIEND ADOLF HITLER $4.00 


Like Vorkuta, this presents valuable source material on another of the world's 
outstanding ills- in an adult context of advantage to young people who are beginning to 
study tuem. It is the personal story of an adolescent friendship and follows the path of 
Hitler from his meeting with the author in Linz to their separation several years later in 
Vienna. Their relationship reveals Hitler's family history, his infatuation with a girl 
he would not meet, his early evident Nationalist and Anti-Semitic views, the call of des- 
tiny which he felt after seeing Rienzi. Above all, there is the demanding personality that 
required exclusive attention from Kubizek, a malleable soul who, despite Hitler, did well 
in his conservatory studies. (Full report on p. 26. 2/18. LC: 55-5301) 


Smith, Lillian Viking - $2.00 
NOW IS THE TIME Dell - $.25 


A charting of the problem, challenge, psychology and thinking integral to the 
decision abolishing segregation in our schools stresses our actions as. prime factors in 
determining a future with true unity. First exploring the factors that have conditioned 
man's thinking and the dire results today with a "white democracy" only, there is the con- 
clusion that true democracy demands quality and goodness but cannot impose them on people; 
it can only safeguard through a Constitution with growth potentials. But where inner con- 
flicts have created exploitation, there are now the slow steps in the opposite direction, 
the small things each person can do, and practical suggestions for North and South alike. 
A short book and Must reading for all who believe democracy can work. (Full report on p. 


824. 2/10. LC: 55-6717) 





